Wakefield Township
414 N. County 519

PO Box 164

Wakefield, MI 49968

Wakefield Township Board Meetings: Dates and Times
Meetings are at 5:30PM on the first Tuesday of the month unless otherwise noted.

November 5, 2019

July 2, 2019
August 6, 2019
Manabezho Falls on the
Presque Isle River

September 3, 2019
October 1, 2019

Supervisor:
John Cox
906 224-3721
PO Box 164
supervisor@wakefieldtownship.com

Clerk:
Mandy Lake
906 364-0669
PO Box 164
clerk@wakefieldtownship.com

Treasurer:
Joan Dalman
906 224-8201
906 364-1742

December 3, 2019
January 7, 2020
February 4, 2020

March 3, 2020
MASTER PLAN IN THE WORKS

Wakefield Township has engaged the services of WUPPDR(Western Upper
Peninsula Planning& Development Region) who will develop a master plan for our
township. This plan will be overseen by our Planning Commission and Township
Board to chart the future of our township. Items that will be included in the plan
include:
· Community profile of socioeconomic and demographic data, infrastructure,
community facilities, utilities, natural resources, climate, recreation assets,
major employers, and other assets and indicators that may be deemed appropriate.
· Goals, objectives, and strategies
· Land use plan and zoning plan
· Current and future land use maps and maps roads/streets and water bodies
· Community characteristics using data available from WUPPDR’s database
or other free public data sources

PO Box 191
treasurer@wakefieldtownship.com

Trustees:
Jerry Niemi
906 229-5553
trustee2@wakefieldtownship.com
Jim Spencer
906 224-6649
trustee1@wakefieldtownship.com

Custodian:
Robert Drier
906 224-2751

One of the most important parts of this plan is public engagement
through a survey. The survey will be a door to door survey for our full time
residents. We have hired two W-M Students, Austin Ahonen and Niko Hewitt
to go door to door with the survey starting in June and to be completed by July
31. They will be wearing safety green T- Shirts with their names on the shirts.
You can fill out the survey yourselves and they will stay with you to answer any
questions you have and collect the survey. If you want they will read it to you
and fill in the survey for you.
For our part-time residents and taxpayers, a mail/internet option will be
available online at www.wakefieldtownship.com Please email or U.S. mail the
survey to clerk Mandy Lake at clerk@wakefieldtownship.com or mail it to
Wakefield Township, P.O. Box 164, Wakefield, Michigan 49968
We value all of your opinions and information. Your responses will be
confidential. The Boards strongly believe that this should not be an exercise in
completing a plan, but a document that can be used to chart our future.
If you have any questions on this please call the supervisor at 906-224-3721 or email
supervisor@wakefieldtownship.com

Burn Barrels, Burn Permits, and Spring Cleanup
Our Spring Cleanup was very successful again this
year. Together we disposed of 8.36 tons of garbage
and junk and a large quantity of batteries and scrap
steel. Thanks to all of you who participated and who
continually work to keep our township looking good.
A special thanks to Western U.P. Recycling Center and
the township volunteers who worked on this important
service.
Michigan state law allows you to use burn barrels for
items like paper, brush and wood, but you may not
burn household waste that contains plastic, rubber,
foam, chemically treated wood, textiles, electronics,
chemicals, or hazardous materials. Please use common
sense when you burn, and if you have a neighbor close
by, please cooperate with them by selecting a time to
burn. The township has not adopted an ordinance banning burn barrels, has no plans to do so, but be aware
that the Michigan DNR can enforce the law concerning
burning the banned substances.
There are no formal written permits required for open
burning, but you should check out the MDNR website
to see if burning restrictions are in forcewww.dnr.state.mi.us/burnpermits/, or 906-353-6651
Blighted Properties and Building permits
Wakefield Township blight enforcement is done by the
Supervisor. Donald Saari and the Supervisor share
Zoning Administrator duties. Donald is also our long
time building inspector. We also would like to remind
those who are building or adding on to their existing
homes to call the Clerk 364-0669 or visit our website
for a permit application and to contact Donald Saari.
Our permits are the most reasonably priced in the state
and we are asking for your compliance in this matter as
well. Failure to obtain a permit may result in enforcement of our zoning ordinance which authorizes up to a
$100 per day fine for not obtaining one.
Website
We encourage everyone to view our website. It is
constantly updated with information important to living in our township. You can find applications for
building permits, absentee voter forms, phone numbers, zoning ordinances, economic development information, links to businesses in Wakefield Township,
recreational sites, a calendar of events, meeting minutes, some nice pictures of our area and township
demographics. Our web designer and updater is Tom
Ruppe who is doing a fantastic job. Our website address is www.wakefieldtownship.com

Finances and Goals
The township sets the budget priorities based on our
goals. Here is a list of our goals for 2019 and 2020 that
was developed in January 2019
·
·
·

·
·

·

·

Continue to provide support to all current and
future businesses in Wakefield Township
Concentrate on opening the ATV trail near Old
US-2
Devote township funds and work as partners with
the Gogebic County Road Commission to continue
road projects throughout the township
Work to improve internet service in Wakefield
Township.
Continue work on developing a Master Plan for the
township with the emphasis on citizen involvement
and brevity of the Plan
Increase storage room for records and supplies by
providing shelving space and discarding items that
are no longer needed
Upgrade lighting and blacktop some areas of the
township hall parking lot.

Our unaudited fund balance as of 3-31-19 was
$566,000 which increased from the previous year.
Our budget for 19-20 is projecting revenues of
$207,108 and expenditures of $259,772. The Board
chose to continue to help the County Road Commission to see that our local road repairs would continue
to be made, so we are using some of our projected fund
balance to make this happen. As you well know, this
winter was particularly hard on the roads as well as our
houses and garages.
The Board continues to take measures to hold the line
on increasing costs such as removing street lights
where there are unoccupied houses and roads; reducing
the township hall utility expenditures by using advance
technology to reduce utility expenditures; and installing energy efficient windows, doors and insulation. In
addition, the Board has held the line on salaries and
eliminated benefits for several years for all Board
Members.

Assessments and Board of Review Date
The July Board of Review will meet on Tuesday, July
16, 2019 at 5 p.m. in the Wakefield Township Hall.
This meeting is for errors and omissions, principal
resident exemption and to consider poverty exemptions.
As we stated last year, the State Tax Commission is
requiring that local governments reassess at least 20%
of the property in their jurisdiction each year. Therefore, this year, Wakefield Township complied again;
by completing the assessments on all parts of the
township. Our assessor is Melissa Prisbe and if you
have any questions about your property assessment
please call her at 906-364-2910. If you are planning to
build and are wondering approximately how much
your tax will be, she can help you with that important
information or you can visit our website and link to the
State of Michigan Property tax calculator.

Roads
This past winter season again did a lot of damage to our
township roads and the numerous days of snowplowing cost our Road Commission a lot of money.
During our budget planning in January we allotted
$50,000 for our local roads. The Gogebic County
Road Commission will be providing about $70,000 for
a total of $120,000. County Roads are the responsibility of the Road Commission, but the Road Commission
needs the Township’s help to keep up with these numerous local road problems.
County roads such as North County Road 519 are the
sole responsibility of the Road Commission. They
have received two grants for those repairs, but the
money was contingent on the copper mine being
opened. Since the mine project has been put on hold
for the past 12 years, minimal maintenance has been
done and the Road Commission and ultimately the
township residents and businesses have to bear the
burden of traveling on a rough, heavily traveled, narrow road. The Road Commission and township are
looking at some funding alternatives, but for now we
will have to make do with what we have.

The local road projects are listed below
1.INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENT—
CHIPPEWA/PLANTER -COMPLETED 4/29/19
2. JARVENPAA RD. PATCH—GRAVEL
3. CLEAN OUT DITCHES AND BRUSH ON
JOHNSON RD AND REPLACE SOME CULVERTS
4. REPLACE COMPLETE CULVERT FAILURE
ON HOPKINS RD NEAR M-28, REPLACE– THEN
COMPLETE DITCHING ON WEST SIDE OF
ROAD REMOVING OLD DRIVEWAY CULVERTS
5. DRIER RD. -- FROM 519 TO END OF ROADCHIP SEAL, CRACK FILL, DITCH AND BRUSH
6. LONDO RD – CRACK FILL AND CHIP SEAL
FROM ZORICH ROAD/LONDO RD INTERSECTION TO 586 LONDO RD APROXIMATELY 1/2
MILE
7. MARTINSON RD—CRACK FILL AND CHIP
SEAL
8. PLANTER RD AT 519 AND CHIPPEWA DRIVE.
( REPAIR ALIGATORS WITH CRACK FILL OR
DIG OUT AND REPAIR WITH BLACKTOP OR
RECYCLED BLACKTOP)
9. BLACKJACK RD -ENBRIDGE PIPELINE
CROSSING ROAD REPAIR AT DIP- REPAIR
OTHER FAILED CULVERTS.
10.TOTAL PATCH -- $5000 FOR POT HOLES
ACROSS THE TOWNSHIP ON LOCAL ROADS
Broadband Internet
The township has contracts with Merit Inc. and
Gogebic Range.Net to provide broadband internet service to customers within the tower ranges around our
township. For those of you who are using the broadband service, we hope that your internet service is
vastly improved. However, there are many of us who
are close to the internet towers, but cannot receive
service due to trees or other blockages. Like most of
the U.P. this can be a huge problem based upon where
you live. You can call Gogebic Range.Net at 906-8423394 for more information if you are interested in
signing up for this new, improved service.
Editorial Comment
I hope that you find our newsletters helpful in providing you with information about our township. Our
township website is updated very often and is very
comprehensive and current.
Visit it at
www.wakefieldtownship.com

With all of the negative acts we see and
read about, let’s be thankful that we live
here in Wakefield Township where we all
work hard, play hard and don’t sweat the
small stuff. It’s been a long winter so
enjoy our summer.
John Cox- Supervisor

Contact Information ---Clip and Save
Assessor - Melissa Prisbe - 906-364-2910
Blight Officer - Call Supervisor John Cox - 906 224-3721
Boiler Inspector - Chuck Poole - 906-235-3547
Building Inspector - Donald Saari - 906-364-1277 (cell) 906-364-1277
Building permits – Clerk, Mandy Lake - 906-364-0669
Burn Permits - www.dnr.state.mi.us/burnpermits/, or 906-353-6651
Electrical Inspector - Brandon Ingersoll - (906) 295-1335
Garbage collection – Gogebic Range Solid Waste Authority at 906-932-0600 or the clerk at 906-364-0669. Monday is collection day.
Indianhead Subdivision Sewer Hookups - Paula Koruga - 906-224-1092
Plumbing Inspector - Craig Cole - 906-235-8417
Power and Street Lighting - Xcel Energy Outage-800-895-1999. Street Light Outage www.xcelenergy.com/ODL/OUTAGEREPORT
or call-800-628-2121. If you prefer, you can call the supervisor at 906-224-3721.
Road Commission - 906-667-0233
Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control - Jim Finley - 906-663-4512
Wakefield Public Library (free to township residents) - 906-224-5236
Website and Facebook-www.wakefieldtownship.com
Western U.P. Health Department (Well and Septic Permits) Phone: 906-667-0200
Zoning Administrator - Donald Saari - 906-364-1277 or call John Cox 906-224-3721

WAKEFIELD TOWNSHIP TAXPAYER:
If you pay your taxes by mail, please enclose payment stub or the real estate index number(s). We are no longer automatically
sending a receipt. If you wish to receive a receipt, check the box indicating this on the stub of your tax bill and return it with
payment. Payments must be postmarked by September 14, 2019 to avoid penalties.
If you prefer to pay in person, I will be available:
Friday, July 12, 2019 9:00 AM--12:00 PM at the Twp Hall and
1:00 PM—5:00 PM at my home office
Monday, September 16, 2019 9:00 AM—12:00 PM at the Twp Hall and
1:00 PM—5:00 PM at my home office(last day before penalties are added)
You may pay your taxes at my home office anytime that I am available. Call first: 224-8201

Joan Dalman, Treasurer

