
WAKEFIELD TOWNSHIP 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

May 5, 2026, 5:30 PM 
 
Supervisor Lake called the regular Wakefield Township Board meeting to order at 5:42 p.m. 

ROLL CALL: PRESENT:  Mandy Lake, Supervisor; Jennifer Ahonen, Clerk; Denice Laessig, Treasurer; Robert 
Drier, Trustee; and Michael Heikkila, Trustee. ABSENT:  Michelle Wasielewski, Deputy Clerk 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Motion was made by Ahonen, supported by Laessig, to approve the Agenda 
with the Gogebic Range Water Authority and Parks and Rec Reports removed from the agenda as there 
was no meeting. Motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: Motion was made by Laessig, supported by Drier, to approve the regular 
board meeting minutes from April 7, 2026 as presented.  Motion carried. 

BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA: No public comment. 

APPROVAL OF BILLS: Motion was made by Laessig, supported by Heikkila, to accept the bills and payroll 
as presented for payment. ROLL CALL vote showed all those present voting YES. Motion carried. 

REPORTS AND APPEARENCES: 

1. Mike Singleton provided an update from the Wakefield Volunteer Fire department. Discussion 
included a review of the three fire trucks, training requirements, annual fundraisers including the 
fishing contest and meat sale, fire alarm battery replacement, moving to a cloud-based reporting 
system, and monthly inspections. Looking to replace Engine 5 as it is 36 years old and the pump 
has failed inspections. Needing to replace at least three sets of turn out gear. Working on grants 
to fund some of these purchases. Short-term rental inspections were started last month. There 
will be a pulled pork dinner at the VFW on May 30th to support a member of the WVFD. There will 
be lots of raffles and baskets. Mandy noted that the Township can apply for the fire department 
grant to help support the purchase of some of their equipment. 

2. Lakin Ozzello provided an update from the Wakefield Public Library. Discussion included the 
library co-op board, thinking money for kids grant, library makeover grant, backyard science grant, 
dollar general grant for summer reading and youth literacy, added laminating services, launched a 
book club app, implemented a library app and building adult programming. Community 
collaborations included Gogebic Community College, Wakefield Historical Society and Aspirus 
Behavioral Health. Number of patrons, number of books checked out, attendance at children and 
adult programs, computer usage and the number users for printing/faxing services were shared. 
The library has a monthly newsletter. The library has a strategic plan FY 2026-2029. Discussion 
was held in reaching out to township residents. 

3. SUPERVISOR/ZONING ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: 
 Supervisor Lake provided an update to the board on the tax tribunal claim. The attorney 

noted there is a long backlog of these cases. There are approximately three years of tax 
payments for approximately $90,000 that the township could have to pay back.  

 The attorney is reviewing the interlocal agreement with the City of Wakefield and also 
working on an agreement for the penal fees that are paid to the library.  

 Discussed address signs and a new sign for the industrial park.  



 Discussed blight calls received. 
4. TREASURER’S REPORT: As of April 30, 2026, the General Fund #101 had a beginning balance of 

$478,760.69 with receipts totaling $14,998.86; expenditures of $15,843.11; payroll of $6,815.06, 
leaving an ending balance of $471,101.38.  Motion was made by Ahonen, supported by Heikkila, 
to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented and place on file. ROLL CALL vote showed all those 
present voting YES. Motion carried.  

5. GOGEBIC RANGE WATER AUTHORITY:   removed from the agenda. 
6. SECTION 32 REPORT:  There was a meeting held on April 21st . BASA rates were discussed and the 

rate study is being updated. The contractor made a request for more money but the project was 
awarded per the bid amount. Discussion was held on the lagoon, too much grit and it was decided 
it would need to be hauled to Greenland. Jakes will be starting soon and plan to be done middle of 
summer. Articles of Incorporation are being reviewed. Looking for a new administrator. Approved 
the invoice from GRWA for payment. Next meeting is scheduled for July. 

7. SOLID WASTE AUTHORITY:  Trustee Heikkila attended the last meeting. Ruotsala is the new hauler. 
One truck is down, electronic parts were ordered. They would like to trade in the three current 
trucks for two new trucks. EGLE is pushing recycling. The county asked GRSWMA to take on the 
recycling but GRSWMA does not want the recycling. 

8. PARKS & RECREATION:  removed from the agenda. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Gogebic County Board of Commissioners: Supervisor Lake has emailed the correspondence.  
2. MTA Legislative Updates:  Supervisor Lake highlighted the following items, the fire department 

grant, the house bill changes regarding personal property tax and uncapping property, 
recreational authority, asset management training, and playground equipment grant. 

3. DNR state forest planning information will be posted on the township door. There is a QR code to 
access the information. 

4. EGLE NPDES draft permit was shared with the board. This is a reissuance of the permit for 
Copperwood. 

5. Black River clean up project information was shared with the board. This project is looking to 
clean up vehicle from the Black River. 

6. 4th of July committee letter was shared with the board. This amount is included in the contract 
with the City of Wakefield. 

7. The GRWA water report has been received and will be filed at the Township Hall. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None. 

NEW BUSINESS 

8. Gogebic County of VA 2026 Budget Appropriation. After discussion motion was made by Heikkila, 
supported by Ahonen to approve Gogebic County of VA 2026 Budget Appropriation as presented. 
ROLL CALL vote showed all those present voting YES. Motion carried. 

9. LAWN MOWING:  After discussion Motion was made by Drier, supported by Heikkila to table lawn 
mowing services to the June meeting. Motion carried. 

10. Highline Permit:  After discussion Motion was made by Drier, supported by Heikkila to table the 
Highline Permit to the June meeting pending a response from the attorney. Motion carried. 



11. METRO Act ROW Permit from Michigan Bell to UP Fiber:  After discussion Motion was made by 
Ahonen, supported by Drier to table the METRO Act ROW Permit to the June meeting pending a 
response from the attorney. Motion carried. 

EXTENDED PUBLIC COMMENT:  none 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/ADJOURNMENTS 

1. REGULAR MEETING: Tuesday, June 2, 2026 at 5:30 p.m.  
2. SPRING CLEAN UP DATE:  Saturday, June 13, 2026 at 8:00 am – 12:00pm. 
3. MTA Meeting:  Tuesday, May 26, 2026 in Marenisco. 

ADJOURNMENT: Motion was made by Drier, supported by Heikkila, for adjournment at 8:03 p.m. 
Motion carried. 

 

 

Jennifer Ahonen, CLERK OF WAKEFIELD TOWNSHIP 


